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OBITUARY OF HIROYASU KONDO 
 

 
 

We regret to inform that on January 8th 2006, Hiroyasu Kondo, founder of 
Audio Note Japan, passed away peacefully in his sleep while attending the 
T.H.E. SHOW audio show in Las Vegas.  He is survived by his wife, Kazuko; his son, 
Yuji; and his daughter, Hisae. 
 
Hiroyasu Kondo, the second son of a Buddhist priest, was a professor of 
electronic engineering and molecular metallurgy. He founded Audio Note in 
Japan in 1976, facilitating his desire to develop audio equipment capable of 
reproducing the essence of artistic performance captured in recorded music. 
He was often referred to as the "silver smith" for his revolutionary use of 
age annealed silver in his audio equipment. The Kondo ONGAKU amplifier will 
forever be a symbol of his success. 
 
Kondo San had suffered ill health for some time.  In order to ensure that 
the Kondo standard would flourish, he appointed his close colleague, Masaki 
Ashizawa, who he worked with for 16 years, as the President of Audio Note Japan 
six months ago. 
 
On behalf of Kondo San’s family, we would like to thank all those people 
from around the world who have sent tributes expressing their affection for 
Kondo San and acknowledging his place in audio history. 


